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Preparation for the General Skills Test 
 
Introduction 
 
These notes are designed to help you understand the standards required to pass the 
General Skills Test (GST) for the bronze C and the Glider Pilots licence. 
 
The test has an oral and a practical element. 
 
At the end of this set of notes is a progress sheet. Using it will allow you to take the 
test in smaller elements rather than attempt to complete it in one sitting. 
 
ORAL TEST 
 
The following is an extract from the BGA guidance notes: 
 
“ORAL TEST 
The oral element of the Theoretical Knowledge test is normally to be carried out at the 
same time as the SkillsTest 
 
Aircraft Knowledge – Refer BGA Syllabus Aircraft General Knowledge. The candidate 
must be aware of and demonstrate the ability to extract an example of operating 
limitations from the glider flight manual. 
Altimetry – Refer BGA Syllabus Flight Performance and Planning & Navigation. The 
candidate must be aware of altimeter setting procedures and demonstrate a practical 
example in a glider cockpit. 
Pre Flight Preparation Daily Maintenance – Refer to BGA Syllabus Flight Performance 
and Planning. The candidate must be aware of the Daily Inspection requirement within 
the BGA Glider Maintenance Schedule (BGA website) and the relevant section of the 
Flight Manual. 
NOTAMs - Refer to BGA Syllabus Flight Performance and Planning and Operational 
Procedures. The candidate must describe how to obtain and interpret current NOTAM 
information from an approved source (for example the AIS website).” 
 
The Test 
 
The test is not difficult if you know your stuff, take a look at what the examiner will 
expect you to do, and come prepared with your own printouts for the day in question. 
 
Aircraft Knowledge 
 
Know where the flight manuals are kept for the gliders you fly, and read them. Be 
prepared to answer questions on speeds, and any special requirements the aircraft may 
have. It is not necessary to memorise the information, but you must know how to find 
it. 
 
Altimetry 
 
Know how to determine both QFE and be able to estimate a reasonable setting for 
QNH. You will be asked to find these bits of information for your examiner. 
 
Pre-Flight Preparation Daily Maintenance 
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Be able to discuss the Daily Inspection, how and why it is conducted. Use the Flight 
Manual to identify any special considerations for your aircraft 
 
NOTAMs 
 
Have registered with the Aeronautical Information Service (AIS) and download the 
relevant information for the day and discuss your printout with the examiner. 
 
You may also use S.P.I.N.E, or a suitable secondary source. 
 
Contact the AIS by freephone and obtain the latest updates. Discuss this with the 
examiner. 
 
Weather 
 
Bring with you a copy of both the F214 and F215 for the day in question. Discuss the 
weather forecast with the examiner. You should be able to predict the forecast winds 
at 2000ft QNH for you area, and the position and importance of the weather systems 
approaching. 
 
THE GENERAL SKILLS TEST (Airborne) 
 
Your examiner will allow some minor lapses in flying skill, but he cannot accept any 
lapses in Airmanship. Failing to lookout before a turn, complete the pre-take off 
checks correctly, complete HASSLL checks before stalling, check for other traffic at 
all phases of the circuit is a fail. 
 
Before taking the test be very critical of your own flying, and perhaps take a flight or 
two with an instructor before the test and get some advice on where to brush up. 
 
A competent pilot will not find the test difficult to pass.  
 
The following is an extract from the BGA guidance notes.  
 
“GENERAL SKILLS TEST 
 
A minimum of three flights in a dual controlled glider with a Full Rated Instructor who will 
be satisfied during the BGA Bronze Badge General Skills Test that the candidate has the 
ability to operate the glider within its limitations, complete all manoeuvres with 
smoothness and accuracy, exercise good judgement and airmanship, maintain effective 
lookout, and maintain control of the glider at all times in a manner such that the 
successful outcome of a procedure or a manoeuvre is never seriously in doubt. During 
the test the candidate must demonstrate an appropriate level of practical skill and 
knowledge. The following phases of flight must be assessed; 
 
・ Preparation (incl glider, NOTAMs and weather) 
・ Lookout and airmanship 
・ Launching 
・ Circuit 
・ Straight glide 
・ Turning 
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・ Normal approach and landing 
・ Crosswind approach and landing 
・ Stalling including wing drop 
・ Spinning 
・ Further stalling and spinning 
・ Launch Failures (at least two) 
 
Full details of the requirement are in BGA Laws and Rules under BGA Standards, 
‘Bronze Badge’” 
Preparation 
 
Preparation (incl glider, NOTAMs and weather) 
 
When you have passed the oral test, you have also satisfied this part of the 
flight test. 
 
・ Lookout and airmanship 
 
This part is a “catchall”, and is normally the final item to be signed off. 
Airmanship and Lookout pervade all aspects of your flying test, when you 
have passed all the other sections, this is then normally a pass. 
 
・ Launching 
 
Demonstrate a competent launch and demonstrate good airmanship 
throughout. The test embraces preparation, as well as the launch itself. Be 
familiar with the BGA safe winch launching leaflet, and follow its advice. At the 
completion of the launch a good look around and trim the glider. 
 
・ Circuit 
 
Demonstrate a safe circuit. Turning final below 300ft QFE is a fail---turning in 
early should you need to is far preferable. Look outside the circuit as well as 
inside on all parts of the circuit. Think ahead and anticipate trouble before it 
arrives. Downwind leg---Lookout for other aircraft, check the aircraft is 
configured for landing, position the glider by reference to your position in 
relation to your observed height, (altimeter as cross reference only) by low 
key ensure you have your speed set and are trimmed. Hand on airbrake, will 
prevent fumbling or mis-selection later. Lookout . Diagonal Leg---lookout 
particularly on the opposite circuit and long finals, check your speed and 
position in relation to the reference point. Lookout. Base Leg---Check for 
aircraft on long finals, on the opposite circuit and everywhere else, check 
speed, and position. Before turning final, lookout again (left and right). 
 
Several different downwind checks are in use, the BGA has no single 
preferred checklist. You could try SUFB (straps, Undercarriage, Flaps set, 
Brakes hand on lever and open them briefly to ensure they are working (This 
example is used by the New Zealand Gliding Association NZGA) 
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Speed control should be “reasonable”, select a target speed and a minimum 
safe speed. For instance, my approach will be 55 knots, I will not allow the 
indicated airspeed to fall below 50 knots. If the day is difficult, give yourself a 
bigger margin, but do not permit the speed to fall below your minimum figure. 
 
The examiner is looking for a sensible and safe circuit, conducted with 
reasonable accuracy. You may find it helpful to think out loud and tell him 
what you are doing! The test is not difficult, but before taking it, question your 
current flying standards. Failing to think ahead, low final turns and inadequate 
lookout are classic reasons people fail this test. 
 
・ Straight glide 
 
The straight glide sounds so straight forward. Are you familiar with the scan 
cycle? Lookout/Attitude/Instruments (LAI) 
 
Scan the field of view to the left and above you, don’t rush—give your eyes 
time to focus. Look ahead and check the attitude, roll the wings level with co-
ordinated stick and rudder, check the instruments ASI, Altimeter etc. repeat 
the cycle but this time scan the field of view to the right. 
 
The examiner is looking for good airmanship (effective lookout), maintaining a 
heading, and co-ordinated use of the controls to correct deviations in heading 
and bank. You must not just fixate on the heading. 
 
 

・ Turning 
 
3 stages to the turn, rolling in, staying in, rolling out. A 2 stage turn will not do, 
check how you do it. 
 
While looking out at the correct time, the examiner will expect you to be able 
to change from (say) a right turn to a left turn, without a significant change in 
pitch attitude.  
 
He will expect you to conduct a reasonably well managed steep turn, and 
make small heading changes with appropriate bank angles. 
 
・ Normal approach and landing 
 
The final turn should be no lower than 300ft. 
 
While flying towards a reference point, you should be able to intercept a ½ to 
2/3 airbrake approach, maintain the speed and track and round out near your 
reference. Creeping in over the fence and dumping the airbrakes is not 
good enough. 
 
The landing should be fully held off, and the aircraft continue straight until it 
comes to a stop. 
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・ Crosswind approach and landing 
 
Cross wind between 5 and 10 knots, maintain track over the ground during 
the approach, straighten the glider before touch down (with the rudder), 
maintain a track over the ground, the wing should touch the ground after the 
glider has come to a halt. 
・ 

Stalling including wing drop 
 
Failure to complete the HASSLL checks constitutes a fail. 
 
HASSLL checks, and demonstrate the symptoms of an approaching 1 g stall. 
Recover with the a loss of height. 
 
HASSLL checks, and demonstrate a steep stall, recover with a minimum loss 
of height. 
 
HASSLL checks, and demonstrate a stall with wingdrop, recover with a 
minimum loss of height. (Your examiner may help you if you find it difficult to 
create the wingdrop) 
 
 Spinning 
 
Failure to complete the HASSLL checks constitutes a fail. 
 
HASSLL checks, and demonstrate a spin off at least 2 of the following---
cablebreak turn, thermal turn, underbanked over ruddered final turn. 
 
The examiner may assist you to initiate the spin, but you must recover 
properly. Full opposite rudder, centally forward with the stick until the spin 
stops, centralise the rudder, ease out of the dive. 
 
・Further stalling and spinning 
 
Failure to complete the HASSLL checks constitutes a fail. 
 
HASSLL checks, and demonstrate at least 2 of the following---reduced g is 
not a reliable symptom of a stall, lack of effect of the elevator at the stall, high 
speed stall, stall speed increases in the turn. 
 
HASSLL checks, and demonstrate the change of effect of the rudder near the 
stall. 
 
Launch Failures (at least two) 
 
During the flights with the examiner, expect launch failures to happen as a 
matter of course. 
 

D.Puttock          24 Feb 2010                    page 5 of 6 



  Dartmoor Gliding Society            Preparation for General Skills Test 

D.Puttock          24 Feb 2010                    page 6 of 6 

What you must do is follow the drill, adopt an appropriate recovery attitude, 
wait for and confirm the safe speed has been achieved, decide if you can 
safely land ahead, or if you must turn, act on your decision. 
 
If you attempt to open the airbrakes or to turn before you have attained your 
safe speed, the examiner will take over and you will not have passed. 
 
 
Good luck with the test, if you feel you need any help with it, ask one of the 
instructors---they will be delighted to help you. 
 
 
General Skills Test Progress Record   name________________________ 
 
 Date Instructor 
Preparation (incl glider, 
NOTAMs and weather) 

  

Lookout and airmanship 
 

  

・ Launching 
 

  

・ ・ Circuit 
 

  

・ Straight glide 
 

  

・ Turning 
 

  

・ Normal approach and 
landing 

  

・ Crosswind approach 
and landing 

  

・ Stalling including 
wing drop 
 

  

・ Spinning 
 

  

・ Further stalling and 
spinning 

  

・ Launch Failures (at 
least two) 

  

 
 


